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The Feast of Kadosh commemorates the founding 
of the Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ and of the 
Temple of Solomon on January 18, 1119. We know 
this group as the Knights Templar. 

The Templars were prominent in the Christian 
community in the 12th and 13th centuries and 
among the most wealthy and powerful of the 
western military orders. Officially endorsed by the 
Roman Catholic Church around 1129, the Order 
grew rapidly in membership and power. 

After the First Crusade recaptured Jerusalem in 
1099, many Christians made pilgrimages to the 
Holy Land. Bandits and marauding highwaymen 
preyed upon these pilgrims as they attempted to 
make their journey. 

In 1119, the French knight Hugues de Payens 
proposed creating a monastic order for the 
protection of these pilgrims to King Baldwin II of 
Jerusalem. King Baldwin agreed and provided the 
Templars a headquarters in a wing of the royal 
palace at the Temple Mount.

In addition to providing military security, the 
Templars established financial networks across the 
whole of Christendom. 

Masonic Education: 
Origin of the Feast of Kadosh

Continued on page 6
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Pillar Wisdom

Pillar Strength

Greetings, Brothers!

Things are progressing very well 
so far this year. 

The Lodge officers have been 
very active in activities, both in 
and out of the Lodge. Our Lodge 
has been very well-represented 
in the district and throughout 
the state. Several Brothers have 
started working on earning 
proficiency cards. In the short 
period of time so far this year, 
we have already had an Entered 

Apprentice Degree, Fellow Craft Degree, and Master 
Mason Degree. The ritual work performed by all of the 
officers in all three Degrees was outstanding. The Degrees 
definitely reflected all of the hard work and preparation 
that everyone put in to get ready for them. I encourage our 
new Master Masons to get involved in the ritual work and 
in earning proficiency cards. It will be very rewarding and 
it will be an integral part of your Masonic journey.

This past January, we celebrated our Lodge’s birthday 
at the January 31st Family Night. I cannot recall having 
a Family Night that early in the year during my years 
of membership at our Lodge. It was a very unique 

opportunity to learn more about our Lodge’s rich history 
and to share that with our loved ones who attended so 
they can further understand why we are so proud of our 
Lodge and proud to be Masons. 

One of my goals this year is to have a special guest 
speaker present a Masonic Education program once a 
month at one of our Stated Communications. This past 
January, R... W... Rob Lambert kicked it off by presenting 
a very informative Masonic Education presentation. 
This past February, R... W... Jim Rocha presented a great 
Masonic Education presentation. On March 28th, we will 
have M... W... Bill Berman, Past Grand Master of New 
Jersey as our guest speaker. On April 11th, we will have 
W... Casey Fletcher, the Director of Work for the Tampa 
Scottish Rite, as our guest speaker. If you haven’t been 
to Lodge in awhile, come to Lodge and take advantage of 
these wonderful opportunities to learn from some of the 
most educated Brothers in our Fraternity.

Fraternally,

 
 
Worshipful Master

Greetings Brothers,

We have started the year with a 
fast pace at Hillsborough Lodge.

By the time you receive this Tres-
tle Board I will have conducted 
the 2016 audit of the Lodge 
finances and approved budget, 
and everything is in great order.

We have had two property and 
finance meetings and the Lodge 
is in good working order, except 
for a few issues we are address-

ing quickly. The chandelier in the foyer is being fixed, as 
well as a few minor issues in the bathrooms. We are also 
in the process of hiring a maid service to keep up on some 
of the major cleaning that must be performed monthly to 
keep Hillsborough looking sharp and our reputation as 
one of the best looking Lodges in the state. Our new dish-
washer and refrigerator in the kitchen has been an excel-
lent investment for the Lodge for many years to come.

Also, our investment adviser, Brother Jeremy Hall, gave an 
excellent report in January and is keeping our investments 

Joey Davis

Drew Baldwin

moving in the right direction. Every Brother in the Lodge, 
if you see him, let him know how much we appreciate his 
service to the Lodge over the years. I know personally how 
much work is involved.

Our next property and finance meetings will be Thursday 
March 23rd and Thursday April 27th. Meetings will start 
at 6:30pm. Interested Brothers are encouraged to attend.

A reminder: the Scottish Rite will be having their spring 
reunion on Saturday April 22nd and Saturday April 29th. 
If you are a Master Mason, and not yet a member of the 
Scottish Rite, I encourage you to seek further Light by 
joining the “college of Freemasonry” and sign up for the 
Degrees. Please ask any Brother in our Lodge that is a 
member and he will be glad to provide you a petition.

Lastly, I encourage all Officers to attend the Masonic 
Home Board meeting each month and show our support 
to your home.

Fraternally, 
 

Senior Warden
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Pillar Beauty

Secretary’s Desk

Greetings Brothers,

February has come and gone 
and Spring is right around the 
corner. 

We had a very successful first 
Family Night of 2017 and 
had the grand opportunity to 
celebrate the Lodge’s 167th 
anniversary. I want to thank 
everyone for attending.

I would like to invite the Brothers 
to continue their education 

through taking part in District School of Instruction. 
District School is held every first Wednesday of each new 
month at John Darling lodge #154 from 7pm-8pm. Useful 
Masonic information is disseminated as well as poignant 
discussions amongst the Brothers present from the various 
District 22 Lodges (will be District 19 as of June 1). Often 
Masonic Leadership Training or MLT courses are held just 
prior to the District school so check your cards and see 
which modules you need and come on out.

An additional training opportunity exist within our own 
lodge if you are so inclined. We would love to see both 
new and old Brothers obtain their Silver cards and be able 

Greetings, My Brothers!

When was the last time you 
attended a Lodge meeting? 
If it has been a while, I can 
assure you that your presence 
is missed. Each Brother adds to 
and receives something special 
from the Fraternal experience. 
But if you don’t go, you won’t 
know! The more you participate, 
the more we all benefit, so make 
plans to come down to Lodge 
one Tuesday soon.

Here’s another question: Have you paid your 2017 dues 
yet? If not, you can do so by logging into the Grand 
Lodge’s new Circumscribe member management system 
at: https://glfl.circumscribe.net

Instructions can be found on page 6. Once you have 
logged in, you will be required to provide your email 
address which becomes your User Name, and enter a 
new password. You will also have the opportunity to 
upload a photo of your face which will appear on your 
new Grand Lodge of Florida permanent, plastic ID card. 

Don’t wait. This system will allow you to do many things 
such as change your contact information, review your 
Masonic Record, and makes payments, so please log in to 
Circumscribe today.

As your Secretary, I am prepared to assist you with any 
Masonic issues or questions you may have. Please send 
an email to secretary@hillsborough25.org, or stop by the 
Secretary’s Office any Tuesday or Thursday evening. If I 
don’t know the answer, I will find someone who does, and 
we will learn more about Freemasonry together.

Finally, please remember the Masonic Home in your will. 
If you need assistance with your legal paperwork,  
R... W... Stephen R. Gladstone, Legal Counsel for the 
Home’s Board of Trustees, has graciously offered to 
produce an “end of life” set of documents at no charge for 
any Brother who leaves something to the Masonic Home 
in his will. He can be contacted by email at bocamason@
earthlink.net or by phone at (561) 394-0096. 

Fraternally,

 
 
Secretary 

Kenneth R. Skillman

Billy D. Scott, III

to instruct the new Brother’s catechism as they progress 
through the 3 Degrees. No matter how recent or long ago 
it will come back to you and you get to pass on to the next 
generation of Masons your experience. To begin working 
for your silver card, it’s as easy as coming down to Lodge 
any Thursday evening and beginning your training with 
W... Michael Fletcher. 

Hope to see you in Lodge soon my Brothers.

Fraternally,

 
 
Junior Warden

Annual Grand Communication 
is May 29 - 31, 2017
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TuesdaySunday Monday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

March A.L. 6017

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 24 25

27 28 30 31

District  
School of

Instruction
 

John Darling  
Lodge • 7 p.m.
4601 Habana  

Tampa, FL

26 

Masters &  
Wardens 
Meeting

 
Stu Lang Bldg 
Egypt Temple
Tampa, FL.
6:30 p.m.

Paul Revere
Chapter
7 p.m.

Paul Revere 
Chapter
7 p.m.

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism 

6:30 p.m.

Paul Revere
Chapter
7 p.m.

23

Chapter 11 
Meeting 1 p.m.

Paul Revere
Chapter
7 p.m.

29

No Lodge 
Meeting 

Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting 7:15 p.m.

Stated 
Communication 

Masonic 
Home 

Pilgrimage 
Day

10 a.m - 4 p.m. 
All are Welcome 

to Attend 
St. Pete, FL

Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting 7:15 p.m.

Stated 
Communication 
Guest Speaker 
MW Berman 

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism
6:30 p.m.

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism 

6:30 p.m.

Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Degree 7:15 p.m.

For Candidates & 
Brothers prepared.

Degree 
Night

HIGH 
TWELVE
LODGE
Meeting 
at Noon

MASONIC  
HOME  
BOARD 

 MEETING

11 a.m. 
3201 1st St. NE

St. Pete, FL

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism 

————
Officers 
Meeting

PM Room 7:00pm

Zone School 
of Instruction

9am - Noon
Scottish Rite 

5500 Memorial 
Hwy, Tampa, FL

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism 

6:30 p.m.



Hillsborough Lodge No. 25 • Trestle Board

30 

More Masonic Events
View more Masonic events and updated information on 
the Lodge web site: www.hillsborough25.org, or follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter, links available on the web site. 

TuesdaySunday Monday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

April A.L. 6017

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 21 22

24 25 27 28 29

District  
School of

Instruction
 

John Darling  
Lodge • 7 p.m.
4601 Habana  

Tampa, FL

23 

Masters &  
Wardens 
Meeting

 
John Darling 

Lodge No. 154 
6:30 p.m.

Tampa, FL.

MASONIC  
HOME  

BOARD 
 MTG
11a.m.

Paul Revere
Chapter
7 p.m.

Paul Revere 
Chapter
7 p.m.

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism 

6:30 p.m.

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism 

HIGH 
TWELVE
LODGE
Meeting 
at Noon

Paul Revere
Chapter
7 p.m.

20

26

Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Degree 7:15 p.m.

For Candidates & 
Brothers prepared.

Degree 
Night

5

————
Officers 
Meeting

PM Room 7:00pm
Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting 7:15 p.m.

Stated 
Communication 
Guest Speaker 
Casey Fletcher 

Masonic  
Education & 
Catechism 

6:30 p.m.

Chapter 11 
Meeting 1 p.m.

100 Master 
Mason 
Night

 
John Darling 

Lodge No. 154 
6:30 p.m.

Tampa, FL.

D.D.G.M. 
Roast

 
Egypt Temple 

Shrine 
Tampa, FL.

5pm

Dinner 6:30 p.m.
Degree 7:15 p.m.

For Candidates & 
Brothers prepared.

Degree 
Night

Dinner 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting 7:15 p.m.

Stated 
Communication Masonic  

Education & 
Catechism 

6:30 p.m.

Paul Revere
Chapter
7 p.m.



6 Hillsborough Lodge No. 25 • Trestle Board

Source: Commander Casey Fletcher, 32° K.C.C.H, Director of Work, 
Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Tampa.

“Masonic Education” continued from page 1...

TB

Editor’s Note
My apologies to the Worshipful Master and Brothers of 
the Lodge for the delay in this year’s publication. Every 
effort will be made to produce and publishe future Trestle 
Boards on time. Thank you for your patience. 

SRT Spring Reunion
Having acquired large tracts of land, both in Europe and 
the Middle East; they managed farms and vineyards; 
they constructed churches and castles; and engaged in 
manufacturing & trade, both import and export; they had 
their own fleet of ships; and at one point owned the entire 
island of Cyprus. The Knights Templar arguably qualify as 
the world’s first multinational corporation. 

During the mid-12th century, the tide turned in the 
Crusades. The Muslim world became more united and 
factions arose among the Christians. The Templars 
became at odds with the two other Christian military 
orders, the Teutonic Knights and Hospitalliers. 

In 1305, Pope Clement V summoned Templar Grand 
Master, Jacques DeMolay, and the Hospitallier Grand 
Master, Fulk de Villaret, seemingly to discuss the merger 
of the two Orders. DeMolay and Pope Clement also 
discussed criminal allegations that had been against the 
Templars. Pope Clement subsequently consulted King 
Philip IV of France. King Philip charged the Templars with 
heresy.

On Friday, October 13, 1307, King Philip ordered the 
simultaneous arrest of DeMolay and scores of Templars. 
The Templars were charged with all manners of heresy, 
denying Christ, engaging in indecent behavior and 
worshiping idols. Many of the accused confessed under 
torture.

After King Philip threatened military action against the 
papacy, Pope Clement issued a number of proclamations 
disbanding and condemning the Order in 1312. Grand 
Master DeMolay and Geoffroi de Charney, Preceptor of 
Normandy, ultimately retracted their confessions and were 
burned at the stake as heretics on March 18, 1314.

The Scottish Rite Feast of Kadosh commemorates the 
founding of the Poor Fellow Soldiers of Christ and of the 
Temple of Solomon, and celebrates the rich and storied 
lessons of chivalry, virtue, manners and moral conduct 
that Knights Templar have provided to Freemasonry.

“Philosophy is a kind of 
journey, ever learning yet 
never arriving at the ideal 
perfection of truth.” 
 
     — Albert Pike, 33° Freemason

Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
Valley of Tampa  

Spring Initiation April 22nd and 29th, 2017 
www.tampascottishrite.org

Circumscribe ID
•	 Open your internet browser

•	 Navigate to: https://glfl.circumscribe.net

•	 Enter your initial Username:  
“FL” + “Your Grand Lodge Number” + “@
changeyouremail.info”  
(example: FL1234567@changeyouremail.info)

•	 Enter your temporary Password:  
“FL” + “Your Grand Lodge” (example: FL1234567)

•	 You will be immediately prompted to change both 
your username and password

•	 Your NEW username can be any email address that 
you frequently use, or have regular access to.

•	 Your NEW password must contain at least eight 
characters and one number. You must enter it twice.

•	 Upon successfully entering both, you will be required 
to logout, and then log back in with your new 
credentials.

•	 Once you have logged back in, select ‘Profile‘ from the 
menu items on the left side of the screen. Review your 
profile and make any appropriate changes, or contact 
the Lodge Secretary if you require other changes. 

•	 Finally, upload a current picture for your new 
permanent ID card. Please avoid hats, sunglasses, 
other individuals or animals in the picture.

•	 Select ‘Save Profile’ to complete the process.
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If you hear of a Brother who has  
passed to that Celestial Lodge Above, please 
inform the Lodge Secretary so  
the Lodge can give proper condolence  
and assistance to his Widow.

3

3

Happy Birthday

Alberto L. Canamero
Antonio V. Zummo
Benny O. Rivera
Bruce A. Stritter
Bruce H. Williams
Charles R. Harriman
Charles R. Silliman
Clyde O. Rollins Jr.
Daniel D. Maclean
Daniel J. Wolfe
Daniel J. Guggerheim Jr.
David F. Puzzo
Douglas R. Maclean
Eugene R. D’Amore
Frank A. Frantom
Frederick L. Janke
Geoffery C. Newton
Gerry L. Gilbert II
Harry B. Forehand Jr.
James F. Bustin
James F. Mungovan
James H. Giles
Jay D. Kaufman
Jeramiah Bustin
John S. Menard
Jose E. Coll
Jose L. Estrada III

Joseph Antinori Jr.
Justin Joseph
Lige Tackett Jr.
Malcom G. Campbell
Michael V. Penland
Michael W. Smally
Orville C Bickel. Jr.
Patrice Falardeau
Paul Constable
Paul R. Lowe Jr.
Raymond A. Brooker
Ricardo D. Muga
Richard H. Swann Jr.
Robert J. Pistole
Robert P. Jackson Jr.
Ronald R. King Jr
Ronald T. LeClaire Jr
Salvatre S. Fonte
Shane T. Moore
Stephan D. Farley
Taylor S. Phillips
Terry L. Montgomery
Thomas B. Parsons
Thomas C. Newton
Thomas G. Ream
Victor W. Alday

Albert Perotti Jr.
Billy D. Schmidt
Bradey K. Buethe
Brian E. O’Hair
Brook Negusei
Bruce J. Burdette
Cary S. Blackmer
Charles L. Morgan
Chester E. Rider
Christopher Di Stefano
Christopher E. Fortner
Clyde R. Curtis. Jr.
Coleman Taylor
Dale E. Chastek
David R. Kazar
Dennis Field
Edward E. Dascher
Ernest O. Seal Jr.
Eugene M. Posey
Franklin M. Lodato
Fred P. Edwards
Fredrick H. Sattes Jr.
Gary K. Esteppe
Gerald K. Personius
Henry B. Smith Jr.
J. Myron Bonar
Jack F. Knoche

James P. Young III
James T. Kelly Jr
Jerry A. Mitchell
John J. Faircloth Jr.
John R. Lorenz
John Reyes
Johnny Lake
Jonathan W. Meadows
Jorge H. Noda
Joseph A. Bever Jr.
Joseph A. Gonzalez
Julio A. Soto
Kurt H. Beste
Melvin J. Segel
Michael J. Shaheen
Michael T. Concaugh
Richard A. Zach Jr
Robert L. Cochran
Roger C. Dixon
Ronald B. Samson
Scott P. Davis
Sidney M. Schuster
Thomas E. Johnson Jr.
Victor K. Spires
Wayne G. Simmons
William T. Williams

March 2017 April 2017

Support Your Masonic Home!

Order your license plate today.
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2017 Lodge Officers 
 

W... John “Drew” Baldwin . . . . . . . .        Worshipful Master 
Robert “Joey” Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Senior Warden 
Billy D. Scott, III . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Junior Warden 
R...W... Joseph A. Gonzalez, P.D.D.G.M.  . . . .    Treasurer 
W... Kenneth R. Skillman, P.M. . . . . . . . . . . . .            Secretary  
Billy D. Schmidt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Senior Deacon 
Bryan Seland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Junior Deacon 
Patrick W. McCall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Senior Steward 
Marquise Blair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Junior Steward
Rodney W. Kohler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               Associate Steward 
Benjamin Stephens.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Marshal 
R...W... Steven J. Silvers, D.D.G.M. . . . . . . . . .         Chaplain 
Jason Armstrong. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Tyler 
W... Tom Johnson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Treasurer Emeritus
R...W... C. Donald Prosser, P.D.D.G.M. . . . . . .     Historian
W... Bob Davidson  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Musician 
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Follow Hillsborough Lodge 
News and Announcements 

Go to www.hillsborough25.org 
and follow the links!

  MASONIC HOME OF FLORIDA 
Caring for Masonic Families For Over 100 Years 

 
Situated along the shores of St. Petersburg’s Coffee Pot Bayou, 
the Masonic Home is considered one of the premier retirement 
facilities in the State of Florida.  The Home offers comprehensive 
healthcare services designed to fit your needs.  

 
 Florida Masons and those from other states are welcome to apply 
 Qualified members of the Order of the Eastern Star (OES) are eligible to apply 
 Wives, widows and mothers of qualified Masons are also invited to apply  
 Both private pay and life care plans are available  

 Assisted Living and Skilled Care all under one roof 
 Meals and activities included 
 Waterfront dock and gazebo 
 Masonic activities on site 
 

Call Toll Free 1-866-868-6749 
3201 1st Street NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33704 
www.masonichomeofflorida.org 

Owned and operated by The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Florida 
ALF No. 6073 / SNF No. 1326096 

Hillsborough Lodge No. 25 F&AM
508 East Kennedy Boulevard
Tampa, Florida 33602-4909

phone: (813) 229-2305
fax: (813) 228-7623 
e-mail: secretary@Hillsborough25.Org
www.hillsborough25.org


